
Unit 4
I.E.S. PROFESOR TIERNO GALVÁN

LA RAMBLA

MELODY HAS COME!



On this unit we are going to learn about 
three important musical concepts:

INTERVALS

SCALES

MELODIES



INTERVAL

It is the distance between two notes. 
It represents the difference in pitch between two notes.

interval



We measure intervals just by counting the places from the
first note to the last.

So, intervals can be :

Unison, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, octave…



For example…..



If the first note in an interval is lower than the second one, the interval will 
be up:

If not, it will be down:

○
○

○
○



And now…it is your turn!
Name the following intervals and say if they are up or
down.
Good luck!



SCALES

When a painter is going to paint a new picture, he usually orders his 
colours on a palette to work better.

In the same way, there exist a lot of sounds 
and musicians need to order them. So, 
they use scales.



A scale is a selection of certain notes.

We will learn about the major scale, but there are also minor scales!

Major scales are made with the following formula:

C MAJOR SCALE

T TT T TS S

What’s this?!



S A semitone is the distance from one key in the keyboard 
to the next key. It is the smallest distance between two 
notes.

S

T A tone is the same distance as two semitones.

T



The major scale is not perfect!
All the ‘steps’ in the scale are not equal. There are two small 
steps  (semitones) and five big steps (tones):

Thanks to this pattern of tones and semitones the scale 
gets its particular colour.



All major scales must be similar to C Major scale. We use accidentals to
get it.
An accidental is a sign used to raise or lower the pitch of a note:

It raises a
semitone to
the note

It lowers a
semitone to
the note

It cancels any
accidental and
returns a note
to its original
state



Once we choose a scale to work with, we compose melodies 
using the notes from this scale.

MELODY Is a group of notes played 
one after the other. It is the 
tune, the part of a song that 
you hum.



By the way…. Do you know this really famous melody?
Hum or play it with a flute!
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